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This is the fifth in a series of reports by this PWon the German
Signal System. For addi tional informati~n. see 6824 DIC (HIS) IN. 1177.
1":. 1185. I;!.. 1186. and i·II. 1188.

1. SOURCE

Name
Rank
Unit

Captured
Interrogated:

II. PREAMBLE

GRtmE. ~!i 11 i

Oberst
NACERI Ch'TENTRUPPEl-rn'UEHRER :J3EIl"i ARl,~STA:B

".BLUH.m::TRITT"
10 liay 45. at REINS (Surrender Conference)
6824 DIC (~IS). 2 Jul 45

The Lnfo rme.t i cn contained in this r eno r t '\,as compiled in ansver to
a questionnaire received from the Har Depar tment , Office of the Chief
Signal Officer.

Reliability: A-2

III. TRAnaKG ORGAi."iJIZATION 1£1 TillJ GEBl'iAX SIGNAL CORPS

A. General

German Signal training can be divided into three phases. The
first of these dealt with recruits who had no previous signal experience.
This ~Tas handled by Signal Training and Replacement Bns (NACERICHT~~

ERSATZ U.N'D AUSBILDUNGS :BATAILLOliIE) under each '.r.illIiRKlUIS. Here recruits
for the Signal Corps Nere receive d.• trained, and sent out to those field
units requiring replacements.

The second phase dealt \oTi th personnel 'If'i th pro'dous signal ex
perience, T,rho ver-e to be given specialist courses. Such men vrere mostly
officer candidates, officers, and NCOs from si~nal units; the courses ~'ere

given at the Army Signal School at HALL~.

The third phase encompassed men who vez-e alruady considered sp..:
cialists in their fields. These men receivod additional training in t .OS G

fi-.olds in vrh i ch needs for personnel oxf s t cd , For instance, 50 Signal R~'

placement :J3n at FLEXSBURG trained men in carrier frequency and decimeter
technique for n8"rly organized Carrier Frequency and Decimeter Cos.

B. Signal SchoolS

Tho Army Signal School at HALLE vas tho central agency in this
field. A subsi<3.iary was located at GLATZ (SILESIA). The school "r8~ under
the immediat e supervision of IN 7 (INSPEKTION DER NACHRICHTEKTRUPPEN, OKH).

During: the last feN years of the Har. ind.ividua.l Corns and Army Hqs
in tho fiBld. organized thdr o-m schools for the training of communication
personnel. The~e schools vrere temporary. and organiz r.d on the initiative
of the ve.rious commanders. They t radnod signal men Hithin inf.?ntry, art1l1
and armored uni t s , Instructors wero suppliod upon r equest by the Army
Signal School, but unuaH.y NCOs lorl th thA neces sary ability wero entrustod
T,'i th tho tra.ining, since this Has non-technical in nature.

C. Basic Training of :Enlisted Een

During p oacetime. especially from 1934 to 35, training lasted
about one year, if exercises and maneuvers are tak0n into consider&tion.
The first three months ~rore spent in a thoroUgh infantry course. ~his

included drill, tactics, and Feapons training.



It gave each man the necessary general military training, and provided ~or

the eventuality that he might be assigned to the Infantry as a telephone or
radio operator. Uhen signal training beg n after thrac months; infantry
training was not completely abandoned. Personnel 'i/as trained in operation
and nomonclature of signal equipm~nt, and in proced~~. Technical details
vcre not taught; these UON hand'l ed by Noos, who were givon a. much more
thorough a.nd technical courso.

All courses were considerably shortened during the war. Infantry
trs.ining "laS reduced to six l'l80ks; the entire course lasted two and a half
months. Only a minimum number of subjects was taught. Specialist enlisted
personnel were sent to tha Army Signal School at HALLE, or to 50 Signal
Replacement ~n at FLENSBURG.

pr.., believes that training "'a8 not conducted with much reali sm.
Simulated combat conditions were employed only by the field units. \rhere
men might roceive additional infantry training. As far as signal vo rk vas
concerned, men -rero subj ect od to such conditione only during special exer
cises and maneuvors. On the Eastern front. the areas immediately behind the
lines vero employed for this. since par t t san activity provided realistic
condi tions.

D. 'Training in Signal Irork

1. SHitchboard Operators

Eon vrho spoke clearly and "ri thout a strong local accent '''61'8

tr~.inod. as svitchboard operators immediately after their basic courso ,
Securi ty and discipline lectures and a course in s\tti tchboard procedure \trere
given. If an operator \-11".5 to be assigned to an Army or Army Group s,.,ri tch
board, he usually attended a spe c fe.L course. This vas neccs sary, s mco
install~.tions "10r8 much Larger at these hee.dquar t or s , and t he r e vas a greater
volume of traffic. Such courses ~ere given by the Telephone Operator Cos
of Army or Army Group Signal Regimnnt. Emphasis was placed on courtesy.

In these courses, electrical details were explained only in
a very sketchy f'aah i on , since operators were not permitted to ropair sets.

2. Code Clerks

Code c10rks, assigned to the radio ste-tion of each ht:adquertc r s,
wore trained in the operation of various field code devices and procedures
during and &iter their basic trainin5 in their Replacement Bns. ~his train
ing included use of the E~Iffi'~ code machine and other devices. Only the
operation NE'.S taught, and the course lasted from one to tvo months. There
were no epccda l, schools for such vo rk , Pirl believes.

3. Teletype Operators

Former typists and clerks Hero selected for this '·...ork, and
trB.inod during their basic training course in tho Replacement Bn. A sp r:ci81
secret course ~'as conducted at the Army Signal School for operators of th ~

secret t eletype1crri ters LOREHZ G and SIEHID7S G.

'I'echm cal dete.ils vcre not tAught. Cours es vcrc limited to
the proper oper'at i on of the equrpmont ,

U. RenAir Personnel

In p eace t tmo , COUrS8f.l for r epefrmon vo rc held at the ArmY'
Signal School. !vien,.,i th previous experience ',Tere selected. for this instruc
tion. After graduating from the coursc , they wer'e qualified 8..S Flh"ifIQiEISTER.
and put in char-ge of the repair shop in a Signnl Co. They Here assigned t,··()
or three asat s t ant s , usually men Hho had been electricians or mochanics i n
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tion of the T chr.ical I nsp ectors a t t a ch ed to ach ~ S aif . ~ucn snaps cr
usually ate,ff ed with civilia.n empLcye es of the fi r ms wh i ch supp l r ed t he
Amy ~;ith signal equipnent. These men also act~d as instructors, giving
practical courses to the military personnel assigned to them as helpers.
The civilians wore super~ised by the NAC~~ICRTEi~ ZEUG~~T (Signal Equipment
Office), BERLIN/SCHOEN~BERG, NA~~TNSTRASSE.

During the war, almost all civilians under the Signal Equip
ment Office were inducted into the Army. The repair staffs were consider
ably onlarged, s mce much new and specialized equipment was Lnt ro duccd,
Schools for r op aI r perscnncl ~·.re·re organized D.t Di vi sian and Corps Signal
Bns , and at Army Signal Depots and r eps.t r stations. Instructors ver-e the
experienced r epair men, "rho taught recruits Hi th preVious signal experience.

In Carrier F'r ccuency and Decinet er Cos and other snec Ia.L uni ts,
only SPEZIAL-iVIECfiAlHK3:R (Sp ac1nl 1-1ochl'l.nies) ,-, r e permitted to make r-epa Lr s ,
These ~','ere trained at 50 Signal RenLacenent En, or at the factory ,.rhieh
!!12de the equip:nont. The BEICHSPOST also conducted courses for mecha,nic!',
r>nd in a.ddition many REICHSPOST employee vere drpfted, becaus e thoir s:o o-
c i a.L knovr l odgo ~,ras of great usc to the Army.

~;en f'ami Lte.r wi t h fable work ','ore urgently ne e ded after
the German Army had occupied mostTEUROPE. A two and a half month course for
repair mon in this field was conducted at 50 Signal Replacement Bn. Former
employees of tho cable industry and the REICHSPOST vore tho students, and
lator the instructors.

Radar r epair p ersonnel were trainod by the Ai r Force, at the
Air Force Signal Trainin& Rogt in KOETHEK, and the Air Force Signal School.
Cours es lasted three n on t hs , end students were select8d from the rade..r
industry. After gre.duation, they were organized into I-TR1.iPPS ( LNSTnlmS:t;;':i:Z' 1 ' . '

TRUPPS - ~;aint 0nanco Sections), and assigned to rr.de.r sites upon request.
Each site had one ~j'achtmeister, who was permitted to perform first and
second echel on r epairs. More COMplicated ',ork was done by the I-TRu"PPs.

5. Supply Perso~nel

~he supply of signal eqUipment was directud by the Signal
EqUipment Office (see para 4 above). Its subsidiarios, HEI~~T ZEUG~1TER

(Home Equipment Offices), were distributed throughout GEmvUU~. In addition,
NACHRICHTBlIiPARKS (Signa.l Supply Depots) were attached to each Army and
Army Group. The Signal Equipment Offico had no jurisdiction ovor these.

The Air Force had a si'Tlilar organization, ~r i th a LUFT
NACHRICETEN ZEUGAiiT (Air Force Signal Equipmt.'!nt Office), BERLIN/TELT01",
and. subsidiaries. Air Fo rc c Signal equtpment , however', vas furnish d to
tho units o.ircctly from the manufacturers, to eliminate paper work and
speed up delivery.

Both civilian arid miIi tary specialists werc employed in t he
supply sys t ems of both branches. They wero trained. as supervisors in on e
equfpmerit specte.Ltv e.t the Signeel School, in a course nino months in dure.t Lon ,
FIDl1C"'IEISTER or OBERFTJNKNEISTER v ith ability might be advanced to the uosi
tion of Tochnical Ispector, after completing another courSG at tho Sl~nal
School or at ')0 Sign8.l Rep Lacernorrt Bn , \·rhich lasted fro"! nine to twel;G
months.

6. Bani tor H.nd Code Personnel

During peacetime, monitor personnel \faS trained in the Radio
~Ionitor Co of each ',;EH:aKM I S ; during the war, at the Army Signal School. A

thorough language test vas given before entrence into the school. l-ien ad
mi tted \orer e usually veIl-travelled, v i th a good intellectual background,

Code personnel were trained by the CHIFFRIER ~TEILuNG DES
----~- ~--- .. ~ --- , - - ,



7· ~~:E-Y of Allied Signal ~'lethods

Al~ied met hods of con- uni ca t i on were omphas i z e d after the
outbreak of wa r: u sp~c ially in tho Air Force. Until t hat ti8 0, not ~uch

work had been done i n this field. Plr stat es the.t l/ia .i or SCHl~IPPiliIi.W (L as t
seen at PilE 15, COhPI:rilGiG), "rnS h . charge of this re~earch, and sup erv i e cd
the distribution of a l l information to tho troops in thG field..

E. Training of Officers

1. Pr0-\!e.r

Tho Army Signal School et &1.11:;J a Leo conduc t od F1. cours e for
officer candf da.t c s , E!!l'phasis '."as cvcn 'l y o.ividc: c1.. b ",t,':.'0Ull t ochnf ce.l, and
mi li t ary subj e c t s , l·;u ch ti!"'0 v a s spent in t oe ching t ho f'u t.uro officer tho
rules a nd. r GgD.ie.tions govcr rrmg the Gnr.'1f'.n Of'f i.cvr Cor p s , d.i sciplin \), a
s cn s c if duty, hon or . pa t r t o t t sm, ana. mU itpr y I ca dor shr p , The Di vi s i on
Signal Bn ",ps t h o bas i s for all t D.ctical treinins' Pla to on e nd company
tactics we r e emphr.s ; ze d ;

'I'hc po.r t of t he course devo t e.d to t echni cal t!'[~i !lins ' '' R.S

enlarged shortly b ef or e the ~'lar 'ccga n ; t his was r..o C::; SSi t8 ';.:;d 'oy th .) ' i n
cr-eased amount of te chn i cal cquapmen t a l l o t te e-.... t o sicnal bf'.t t 8.1ions, and th~

activation of mor » sp ccf.aLt z ed units. Specie.l of'f i.cc r candi dat o cour-ses "'.arc
introduced by OK:r/PRlJEF 7 to train se Le e t ad "'1en for i~ray RT d .J.i.rzl¥ Group
Signal Regiments.

Frequently, efficers fron oth~r branches WGr6 transferrud to
the Signal Corps. e ither upon .?pplic: ·tion or if it wa s f' ound thL.t the
officer possess ed qua.Li f'Lce.t Lons for si6nal work. Such offic ers HG r 8 SC:'1t

to an officer's cours e at the Army Signal School.

T,,/p or t.hrce officers we r c s ent to t ochm ca l s chool s
(TECHiHSCHE HOCHSCHULElif) each year to obtain on6ineor l::; dGE:rees. .i~ftGr

completion of thes e four-yee.r . cours es, they uere SCI:.t t o '::; hc s ic;nal s ections
of the OKH or OK\,{, where such t echnical knov Ledg e "las ne c es aary, This
prC'ca c.ur o v, s no t folloved in the .ci.ir ForCG.

2. U?r t i r.w

The t :caining of signal officers cl;,Hnc;ed in only tHO r 0spects
duri O M t h e fir~ t t~o Y~R~S of the ~ar. Cours e s ~er0 ~or erp lly short cn~d,

to Lnr r- cas e ourput , Suocinl t cchni :8.1 ccurs c s v cr -c merease d in scop e, to
me c t dcnr.n ds c :'"w'J.t C'd by t hc act i vo.t t on of many ne» special un i t s ,

Oricmtation course s ,,'~'re organized at tho Army Sit:n?l School,
to bring the knowl edge of resorve ~fficers cPlled to active servic~ up to
date.

A Shortage of unit commanders \tra s relieved by cree t f ng courses
for c.mpany, ~tta11on. and regimental a~~ndera. Officers wore ~8signed

to thota courlet in acaordanGe Ylth their ~ank and p,.!1bil1tlee .t future
promotion.

The Air Force had a s1milar Illtom. Radar, with its constant
growth and new developments. offered a apee1al proble~. To alleviate this.
officers were sent directly t. the nanufacturing in~u8tri~8 for training.
Lator, courses wore organized at the Air Force Signal Training Regi~ent,

the Signal School at BALL~, and in existing radar units. FJ states that
Generalcajor DOHNER, last seen at the Surrender Confer~nce 1n REINS 1n ~~y

45, and Major SCHlPPERING (sec para D, T abeve}, can .tfar additional
i.ufo:rmat.S-oD 1)n th11 '\l.Jeet.



S el..ec ~ :: 0.1 a nd cradn f ng of officer candd.da.t e s varied in accordance
\.lith the fi eJ.c:: ,., ~ 'I'}' ~ d ~he p z-o sp e c t i ve o f'f Lce r 1 a s to b e us£ :'.gr..e d. The
follo1;ring, f'o i -;;' j; ;u-rlr1 e , "'[,3 th'~ p r c ce dure L llc.H,red wi t h men i:lt ended for
the FU"~liRlliI:}S ~~.!'. l'.i: ~_..-::'=~·:ir ; R.l G-L·L:f.,~; 'I'~R ,

Candidatos vre r e s elected "b~r their co mmanders aft er they had pro-
ved themselves in C:::-;:Df".t , or i n out s t.andfng vro r k in t heir sp ocialty. A
f'avo rab Le r eport had. to be mad e on any such a ch l ovemcnt s , deco r a t i ons , pro
motions, c du cabi ono.L be ckground , :9,.rsonali t ~7, mili t ary bcar i ng , a nd t c ch n dcal.
abili ty. All El',i 1',Jro eligibl e. Aft er s c Lcc t i on , they Hcr\:.~ g i von a four
Nook course in t a ct.Lcs , Army r c €,-ulatior:s, customs, and t cchn i ce.l subj octs,
Hhich "r2,S conduct ed in the unit, If thi E' cours T;JaS succes sfully compl et ed.,
cand.i da t .ee T'rere s ent to another four-,·rc ;~l: cou r se at t h e FlDF....11.iJNG-,.j-N.ACHRICHT2N
TRUPPEN SChlJLE, mm. Ec r-c the 'reoo.ins- out lJro co ss b egan;

Then f'oLlowcd 8. t h r-eo--mon t.h p r ubrvt I on p er i.o d, C'.ur i ng T·rhich mon
"oro put in charg e of aquads in Si~ma_. o"t t .nlinEs in t l '. fillel. A number
of the 1118n , nov o f'f i c i e.Ll y d0signat l':d as CJFFIZIB:2.S-Al'n'!AERTJiR (Of'f'Lcc r Can
didates), ver-o lost in act t or; during this p or i od.•

The final throe months of training T,' ~~re conduct e d at the Signt'.l
Schools in HALL3 or LEIPZIG, and cu'lmfne.t cd in 'promotion to Lcutnarrt , Nen
who di~. not p8.SS this course satisfactorily l<'cre sent to a field unit for
another three-month p 0riad before b eing commissioned.

l;euly co mmf s s roned officers T!rer8 usually sent back to t he unit
i t h "'hich they had s erved HS e nl i s t ed men. It va s f elt that this voul.d

m c r-oe s e mo r e.L e and efficioncy in tho unit, s i n cc t hu mull coulcl s oc t he.t
fai thful and skt Ll.c d s ervice; ,.ras r ovarcod,

Exceptions to this process in the YLJj;}J..jiUl~ GS l". Ci-_rtIChI'EN hZGli,;.;.jliT.illi
vcre men e.t l east 30 years Old, T·,ith the r ank of ~la.cJltmds tl3r or ab ovc ,
Deserving men in this cetogory migh t rec~iv~ dir8ct com~issions. ~he8 e woro
then handled "by the Personnel Dopart~Qnt of the OKE.

IV. P]RSONALITIES

Not e: The follo1.'Jing men may be of value in obtaininb addition~l infor
mation on signal equ t pmcn t supply ;·.n d nononcj a t .urc , on "/h ieh p\l could. offer
little infornation (see para D, 5 above j eno. 6824 DIC 0:1S) /1';. 11 88, p ar-a
VI). Dates of birth e nd h oights are approximat e.

BE1TTHIN, lYiax

Eoad of the Telephone Section in OKH/ iiA PRUEF 7. Last S8"n in Ea r 45
at Hq Army Grou:9 Snuth.

Born
Height:
Figure::

1895
1. 71 motors
1'cry thin

Face:
EyC"s:

Long, thin
','Toa r s glass ns f or r neding

FIEGL

Aesistant t o HOEFFLER (see beloH ) . Exp ert on cquipment nomenclature.
Probably captured wi t h HOEFFLER ncar Hq Army Group South.

Born
Height:
Figuro:

1905
1.70 meters
Hoavy-set, short nock

Faco i Squar- e
Spc0ch: :Bavarian dil"'lect, dc np voice

HOEFFLER, iieinrich

Oberst in chp.r e: \3 of tho j,iioml'nc1a t ure Scc t i on of Il'J 7. Exn or t on



Assistant to BB~THIN (S 0 0 above). Foro0rly ;;acht~ c i s tclr in 2 Sig Bn,
STZTTIN. Captur8d ~lhil c 'on a mission to PARIS shortly before its libcrDtion.
\fore a Feldwebel' s unt f'orm wh en cap t urcd•

Fpc o: Thin, bony
T ' • Grny.. c." l r :
Eyes : '''!0a r s glasses

Oval
Thinning

Face:
Hair:

1898
1. 70 met ers
Thin

1905
1.75 Meters
Stocky

Born
Height:
Figure:

.Born
Hei ght:
Figure:

ZEIDLER

Civf l Lan in char-ge Qf the Te1e:!1hone Scc t t on in OKEf1.'!A PRlBF 7. Sent
to Hq Army Grnup South in Me.r 41), pnfl. pr0be.bly capb ured there'.

Bnrn
Hei ght:
Figure:

1895
1.6~ motors
Fe.t

Fp,ce:
H~ir:

':~yos :

Rnund
EA.1d
T'!CHrs glas ~ c s

ZJH (:~ci: DEL)

5 July 1945

~K~;;~:t~,nB°:-:'C;~
R031!lRT .3. BJRG3R, 1
Captain, Infantry,
Ar~y Section
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